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Risk Assessment for Abrasive Cleaning









	Site:
	
	Contract Number:
	

	Assessed by:
	Name:
	
	Position:
	
	Date:
	

	
	Signed:
	
	

	Description Of  Work:
	The use of compressed air grit blasting or water jetting to clean masonry surfaces.

	Task / Job Component
	Hazard
	Persons at risk
	Risk Rating L/M/H
	Controls / Precautions to Reduce Risk
	Residual Risk Rating

L/M/H

	Abrasive Cleaning
	Debris, Water or tools falling onto people below.
	Operator, other workers, clients personnel, visitors.
	H
	· Work from suitably designed scaffolding. (not mobile towers unless specifically designed and tied). With sheeting and polythene under hardboard to control discharge of water.
	L

	
	Contact with displaced bird droppings, asbestos, silica, debris
	Operator, other workers, clients personnel, visitors.
	H
	· COSHH assessment needed, dust suppression techniques and Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) including powered helmet (airstream type), gloves, water proof clothing and wellington safety boots. 
· Careful control of waste water. Measures to prevent ingress of dust within the building being cleaned.
	L

	
	Heat stress from wearing PPE in hot weather
	Operator, other workers, clients personnel, visitors.
	M
	· Provision of drinking water, knowledge of and monitoring of heat stress symptoms.
	L

	
	Hypothermia from wind chill, wet conditions and static nature of work
	Operator, other workers, clients personnel, visitors.
	M
	· Provisions of shelter close to the work area with warming facilities, knowledge of and monitoring for hypothermia symptoms.
	L

	
	Electric shock
	Operator, other workers, clients personnel, visitors.
	H
	· Use of equipment with modern earth monitoring with copper/nylon braided cables stored on purpose made cable carriers or replacement with diesel or air powered cleaners. 
· Monthly and six-monthly testing in accordance with PM 29
	L

	
	Manual handling of grit
	Operator, other workers, clients personnel, visitors.
	H
	· Provide hoist, mechanical aids and training. 
· Deliver grit by pallet as close as possible to point of use.
	L

	Abrasive Cleaning
	Noise
	Operator, other workers, clients personnel, visitors.
	H
	· Programme work to minimise exposure of non-operatives, provide modern and well-maintained equipment. 

· Provide carefully chosen hearing protection and audiometric testing for operatives.
	L

	
	Vibration
	Operator, other workers, clients personnel, visitors.
	M
	· Provide system for monitoring health of operatives. Use modern well maintained equipment, keep hands warm.
· Health surveillance when exposed to greater than the daily exposure action value of 2.5m/s2
	L

	
	Embolism, from air penetrating the skin
	Operator, other workers, clients personnel, visitors.
	H
	· Provision of PPE as above, dead man’s control to lances.
· No horseplay that could result in direct skin contact from lance
	L

	
	Whiplash from air lines
	Operator, other workers, clients personnel, visitors.
	H
	· Anti whiplash wire loops on all connections.
	L

	
	Asphyxiation in confined spaces
	Operator, other workers, clients personnel, visitors.
	H
	· Carry out special risk assessments (select machines without exhaust fumes; provide ventilation and other measures dictated by special risk assessment).
	L

	Site-specific Activities
	Additional Site–specific Hazards
	Persons at risk
	
	Additional Controls Required
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Likelihood

How often could the hazard occur? Consider the task, frequency, duration, method of work, employees involved.

Severity

How serious would the hazard’s effects be if 

realised? Consider the type of hazard, biological, ergonomic, physical and chemical.

Risk = Likelihood x Severity 

E.g. Likelihood (4) X Severity (3) = 12 HIGH RISK
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