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Risk Assessment for Contaminated Land








	Site:
	
	Contract Number:
	

	Assessed by:
	Name:
	
	Position:
	
	Date:
	

	
	Signed:
	
	

	Description Of  Work:
	Any work involving potential contact with contaminated land. This may include excavation, demolition or landscaping. (Transport off-site and sites with radiation hazards not included).

	Task / Job Component
	Hazard
	Persons at risk
	Risk Rating L/M/H
	Controls / Precautions to Reduce Risk
	Residual Risk Rating

L/M/H

	Contaminated Land
	General
	Surveyors, engineers, workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Provide system for monitoring health and exposure of operatives using qualified occupational hygienists and occupational physicians.
· Provide at an appropriate level PPE and decontamination buildings, following analysis of samples against CLR 11 guidance and desktop studies (e.g. Geological info such as soil & stability maps, hydrogeological information, mining and process records) included in the health & safety plan.

· Enforce high standards of personal hygiene including eating and smoking only on the clean side no nailbiting, labelled drinking water, rinsing with clean water before eating.

· Minimise personal risk by substituting excavation with no dig technology or piling. Remote demolition wherever possible.

· Where practicable personnel to stand up wind of excavations or boreholes Staff to report unusual odours, colours, textures (e.g. buried fibres) storage vessels Issue to staff site specific information card to include site specific decontamination routines.

· Signs and barriers to mark specific hazards such as pits, unstable structures, etc.


	L

	Contaminated Land
	Unauthorised access
	Surveyors, engineers, workers, client’s personnel, general public, , visitors.
	H
	· Security fences and gates with appropriate signs, security watchman and/or CCTV.
	L

	Contaminated Land
	Spread of contamination off site
	Surveyors, engineers, workers, client’s personnel, general public, young/old/infirm, visitors.
	M
	· Wheelwash facilities on site and sheeting down of lorries.

· Careful control of surface water.

· Occupational hygiene monitoring to perimeter of site.

· Liaison with local authority, neighbours/police.
	L

	
	Explosion
	Surveyors, engineers, workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· All hot work to be carried out under the control of a hot work permit.

· Plant to be protected against intake of vapours.
· Emergency fire plan to be developed.
	L

	
	Dust
	Surveyors, engineers, workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Natural rainfall or controlled wetting of the surfaces exposed, provided run off is drained and suitably cleaned before return to surface water drains.
· Dust suppression techniques to be used (spaying water bowser)
· Atmospheric monitoring to be considered if large plumes of dust, hazardous dust or close local community (PM10)
	L

	Site-specific Activities
	Additional Site–specific Hazards
	Persons at risk
	
	Additional Controls Required
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Likelihood

How often could the hazard occur? Consider the task, frequency, duration, method of work, employees involved.

Severity

How serious would the hazard’s effects be if 

realised? Consider the type of hazard, biological, ergonomic, physical and chemical.

Risk = Likelihood x Severity 

E.g. Likelihood (4) X Severity (3) = 12 HIGH RISK
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