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Risk Assessment of Electrical Tools









	Site:
	
	Contract Number:
	

	Assessed by:
	Name:
	
	Position:
	
	Date:
	

	
	Signed:
	
	

	Description Of  Work:
	Use of portable electrical tools (except electrical chainsaws).

	Task / Job Component
	Hazard
	Persons at risk
	Risk Rating L/M/H
	Controls / Precautions to Reduce Risk
	Residual Risk Rating

L/M/H

	Electrical Tools
	Noise
	Operator, other workers, clients personnel, general public, visitors
	M
	· Enforce wearing of carefully selected ear defenders when noise above 85dB(A)
· Separate other workers and post ear protection zone signage.

· Job rotation to reduce personal noise and vibration exposure.

· Use low vibration, well maintained equipment, keep hands warm and avoid smoking.

· Provide health monitoring, ie audiometric testing, as required.
	L

	
	Injury from the toolbit
	Operator, other workers, clients personnel, general public, visitors
	M
	· Provision of training as required.

· User inspection and cleaning and manufacturers or hirers instruction book should be readily available and followed.

· Use clamps to secure workpiece where reasonably practicable.

· Wear eye protection.

· Disconnect from the supply when changing or adjusting the toollbit.

· Long hair should be tied back and loose clothing and jewellery removed.
	L

	
	Slips and falls while operating the tool
	Operator, other workers, clients personnel, general public, young/old/infirm, visitors
	H
	· Good lighting.

· Good housekeeping.

· Work area cleared of waste and unnecessary equipment.

· Work platforms, ie scaffolding or MEWPS to be used if necessary instead of ladders or steps.
	L

	Electrical Tools
	Fire/explosion/electrocution
	Operator, other workers, clients personnel, general public, visitors
	H
	· Prohibit use of 240v equipment, where reasonably practicable use 110v or battery-operated tools (preferable for work at height).

· Regular maintenance and connection to a suitable protected and supervised supply carefully routed to avoid environmental hazards such as traffic.

· Prohibit use in explosive or flammable materials if tool ejects hot material eg sparks – consider hot work permit.

· Test and inspection PAT (every 3 months for 110v construction equipment), including user inspection of tools, leads and any transformers or distribution boxes.

· Tools to be earthed or doubled insulated.

· Supply to have emergency means of disconnection.

· Procedures for reporting damage and obtaining replacement tools.
	L

	
	Unauthorised use
	Operator, other workers, clients personnel, general public, visitors
	M
	· Issue tools only to competent persons and do not lone tools.
	L

	
	Dust, sparks, swarf
	Operator, other workers, clients personnel, general public, visitors
	H
	· Clear the working area of other people.

· Use a vacuum cleaner instead of sweeping; provide hoses and extraction units, wear, masks and goggles in accordance with any assessment carried out under COSHH.
· Eye protection and FFP 2 respirator to be worn as a minimum. 
	L

	Site-specific Activities
	Additional Site–specific Hazards
	Persons at risk
	
	Additional Controls Required
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Likelihood

How often could the hazard occur? Consider the task, frequency, duration, method of work, employees involved.

Severity

How serious would the hazard’s effects be if 

realised? Consider the type of hazard, biological, ergonomic, physical and chemical.

Risk = Likelihood x Severity 

E.g. Likelihood (4) X Severity (3) = 12 HIGH RISK
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