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Risk Assessment for Excavation Work




	Site:
	
	Contract Number:
	

	Assessed by:
	Name:
	
	Position:
	
	Date:
	

	
	Signed:
	
	

	Description Of Work:
	Excavation Work

	Task / Job Component
	Hazard
	Persons at risk
	Risk Rating L/M/H
	Controls / Precautions to Reduce Risk
	Residual Risk Rating

L/M/H

	Excavation work
	Collapse of excavation
	Civils operatives, other contractors, visitors
	M
	1. Methods of support to be agreed prior to work commencing.

2. Shoring materials to be on site prior to work commencing

3. If shoring is not to be used then sides of excavation must be battered or stepped.

4. Only experienced/trained operative to carry out excavation work.
	L

	
	Underground Services
	Civils operatives, other contractors, visitors
	M
	1. Service drawings to be on site.

2. Services to be located and exposed by hand as per “Underground Services”.
	L

	
	Falls of plant/materials into excavation
	Civils operatives, other contractors,
	M
	1. Stop blocks to be used where necessary.

2. Guards rails or protruding boxes (min 1m above ground level) to be in place on all excavations over 2m deep.

3. Excavated material to be stockpiled a minimum of 1.5 m from edge of excavation to avoid surcharging.
	L

	
	Oxygen deficiency/toxic/flammable gases
	Civils operatives, other contractors, 
	M
	1. Gas detectors to be used on all excavations over 2m deep.

2. Excavation to be kept well ventilated.

3. Deeper excavations to have specific rescue plan in place prior to work commencing.

4. Confined space training for deep excavations.
	L

	Site-specific Activities
	Additional Site–specific Hazards
	Persons at risk
	
	Additional Controls Required
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Ishould be refined to take account of the hazards involved or the
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[Task mustnot proceed. Itshould be redfined further control
measures put in place to reduce risk. The controls should be re-
assessed for adequacy prior to work commencement.




Likelihood

How often could the hazard occur? Consider the task, frequency, duration, method of work, employees involved.

Severity

How serious would the hazard’s effects be if 

realised? Consider the type of hazard, biological, ergonomic, physical and chemical.

Risk = Likelihood x Severity 

E.g. Likelihood (4) X Severity (3) = 12 HIGH RISK
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