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Risk Assessment for Hand laying Asphalt/Tarmacadam


	Site:
	
	Contract Number:
	

	Assessed by:
	Name:
	
	Position:
	
	Date:
	

	
	Signed:
	
	

	Description Of Work:
	Laying of asphalt in the highway as a road or pavement surface.

	Task / Job Component
	Hazard
	Persons at risk
	Risk Rating L/M/H
	Controls / Precautions to Reduce Risk
	Residual Risk Rating

L/M/H

	Working with Asphalt.

	Risk to work force of being hit by passing traffic, or by plant moving within the designated work area
	Site Operatives, other contractors, public.
	H
	Traffic management scheme to be overseen by a competent person.
Works to be within safe working zone, separated from passing traffic by barriers.

Traffic to be directed past the work area by signage, arrow boards and cones.

Reversing to be under the control of a trained banksman.

All vehicles to have reversing alarms and flashing beacons.

Ensure driver of plant has all round visibility – mirrors and CCTV as necessary.

Hi visibility clothing and safety helmets to be worn.
	L

	Working with Asphalt.
	Contact with bituminous material affecting skin and eyes leading to burns, dermatitis and skin cancer
	Site Operatives, other contractors, public.
	M
	Refer to risk assessment on use of bitumen boilers.

Suitable clothing and eye protection should be worn.

Overalls should be regularly cleaned to avoid impregnation of the material with asphalt or bitumen.

Provide COSHH information to workers regarding health risks and relevant controls.

Provide first aider with first aid kit, including eye wash facilities and emergency drenching.

Provision of heat proof gloves.

Provide appropriate washing facilities and encourage good personal hygiene.

Issue first id for bitumen burns card to all first aiders on site.
	L

	Working with Asphalt.
	Fire risk – overheating of bitumen or tar, misuse of fuels or use of fuels in defective plant.

Equipment to burn off existing road surfaces could set fire to adjacent property or material.
	Site Operatives, other contractors, public.
	H
	Ensure competence of Asphalters/plant operators in handling fuels/materials.

Provide dry powder, CO2 or foam extinguishers. Ensure extinguishers are fully operational. Train key personnel in using them.

Maintenance and regular inspections of gas supply pipework, controls and fittings. 
	L

	Working with Asphalt.
	Pedestrians and workers affected by dust, fumes and smoke
	Site Operatives, other contractors, public.
	M
	Monitor proximity of the public to the source of dust/fume and wind strength and direction. Cease work is highway visibility is affected by the work. Provide water suppression for dusts.

Wearing of appropriate respiratory protective equipment in accordance with COSHH assessment.
	L

	Working with Asphalt.
	Noise
	Site Operatives, other contractors, public.
	M
	Ear defenders to be worn when using wacker late or pedestrian roller.

As a general policy, seek to use quieter equipment and obtain information on noise output from equipment suppliers.
	L



	Working with Asphalt.
	Vibration
	Site Operatives
	M
	Hand-arm vibration exposure times to be calculated for any hand-operated vibrating plant or machinery (e.g. vibrating plate compactor, Stihl saw etc). Refer to individual risk assessment on each item of equipment.
	L

	Working with Asphalt.
	Manual handling whilst lifting, raking and tamping 
	Site Operatives, other contractors, public.
	M
	Use mechanical means wherever possible.

Train workers in safe manual handling techniques.
	L

	Working with Asphalt.
	Burns to pedestrians passing bitumen boilers in public areas
	Site Operatives, other contractors, public.
	M
	Boiler to be situated away from any flammable materials, on a firm level base under constant supervision.

Suitable barriers and signs around boiler area.
	L

	Working with Asphalt.
	Injury to pedestrians from site vehicles and traffic
	Site Operatives, other contractors, public.
	H
	Provide separation between pedestrians and traffic in accordance with the New Roads and Streetworks Act 1991.

Suitable lighting, sited to avoid glare.
	L

	Site-specific Activities
	Additional Site–specific Hazards
	Persons at risk
	
	Additional Controls Required
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Likelihood

How often could the hazard occur? Consider the task, frequency, duration, method of work, employees involved.

Severity

How serious would the hazard’s effects be if 

realised? Consider the type of hazard, biological, ergonomic, physical and chemical.

Risk = Likelihood x Severity 

E.g. Likelihood (4) X Severity (3) = 12 HIGH RISK
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