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Risk Assessment for Hand Tools 









	Site:
	
	Contract Number:
	

	Assessed by:
	Name:
	
	Position:
	
	Date:
	

	
	Signed:
	
	

	Description Of Work:
	Use of non-powered hand tools.

	Task / Job Component
	Hazard
	Persons at risk
	Risk Rating L/M/H
	Controls / Precautions to Reduce Risk
	Residual Risk Rating

L/M/H

	Hand tools
	Injury from the tool or material displaced by the use of the tool, e.g. wire brush bristles.
	Operator, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Wearing eye protection, consider visors.
· Rubber sleeved chisels.

· Gloves.

· Adequate space between workers.

· Maintenance of the tool and replacements available when damaged.
	L

	
	Work related upper limb disorders.
	Operator, other workers, client’s personnel, general public,
	H
	· Ergonomic design of task, e.g. special tools.
· Good lighting.

· Job rotation.

· Good quality access equipment 

· Offsite fabrication where possible.
	L

	
	Dust.
	Operator, other workers, client’s personnel, general public visitors.
	H
	· Use vacuum cleaner instead of sweeping, provide hoses and extraction units, wear masks and goggles in accordance with any assessment carried out under COSHH.
· Forced air ventilation.
· Wear a respirator usually FFP2
	L

	
	Falls while using the tool or fall of the tool.
	Operator, other workers, client’s personnel, general public,, visitors.
	H
	· Selection of work platform such as scaffolding or MEWP in preference to steps and ladders.
· \exclusion zone or use of a retractable lanyard for securing the tool to the tool belt. 
	L

	
	Fire/explosion/electrocution. 
	Operator, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	M
	· Carry out specialist risk assessment.
	L

	
	Noise.
	Operator, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	M
	· Wearing of hearing protection when above 85dB(A)
	L

	
	Weather.
	Operator, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	M
	· Wet weather gear or weather resistant shelters.
	L

	
	Ergonomics.
	Operator, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	M
	· Selection of the best tool for the task.
· Powered tools used where reasonably practicable.

· Offsite fabrication where feasible.
	L

	
	Unauthorised use.
	Operator, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	M
	· Lock away hand tools when not in use.
	L

	Site-specific Activities
	Additional Site–specific Hazards
	Persons at risk
	
	Additional Controls Required
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Likelihood

How often could the hazard occur? Consider the task, frequency, duration, method of work, employees involved.

Severity

How serious would the hazard’s effects be if 

realised? Consider the type of hazard, biological, ergonomic, physical and chemical.

Risk = Likelihood x Severity 

E.g. Likelihood (4) X Severity (3) = 12 HIGH RISK
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