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Risk Assessment for Hedge trimmer (Gardening Equipment)









	Site:
	
	Contract Number:
	

	Assessed by:
	Name:
	
	Position:
	
	Date:
	

	
	
	
	

	Description Of Work:
	Hedge trimmer

	Task / Job Component
	Hazard
	Persons at risk
	Risk Rating L/M/H
	Controls / Precautions to Reduce Risk
	Residual Risk Rating

L/M/H

	Hedgetrimmer
	                   Blades
	Operator, other workers, client’s personnel.
	H
	· Wear goggles with Grade B impact for eye protection.
· If blade checking is required ensure hedge trimmer has stopped and isolated prior to maintenance checks.
· Heavy Duty abrasive resistant gloves to be worn.
· Safety boots with steel toe caps to be worn.
· Ensure no employees are within  touching distance i.e. 3 metres radius clear zone
· Do not cut into areas that you can not clearly see and ensure you know what is behind hedges

· If cutting blade jams then stop the hedge trimmer and ensure the blades have stopped prior to removing obstruction
· Maintenance of the tool and replacements parts to be reported to Hellens managers. 

	L

	
	Transporting the Hedge trimmer when not operational
	Operator and other workers in the vicinity


	M
	· Always fit blade guard to avoid risk of injury from contact with the blade.

· Carry the hedge trimmer by the handle with the blades behind you
· Avoid touching hot parts of the hedge trimmer
	L

	
	Fuel and Ignition sources
	Operator and other workers in the vicinity


	H
	· Fuel is extremely flammable; therefore keep clear of naked flames and ignition sources.

· Do not spill any fuel and use spill kits to collect any spillages.
· Do not smoke and always switch off when refuelling.

· Do not refuel with a hot engine
	L

	
	Work related upper limb disorders and manual handling
	Operator 
	M
	· Weight of strimmer 5kg

· Always hold firmly onto the front and rear handles to control
· Use smooth actions during operations
· Report any muscle strains or back problems to the manager.

· Ensure clear area for good footing during operation to aid manual handling and reduce trip risk.

· Ensure safe access to hedges to be cut.

	L

	
	Flying particles
	Operator, other workers, client’s personnel.
	H
	· Prior to hedge trimming ensure that the area is clear of solid objects.
· Ensure goggles are worn and heavy duty gloves
· Ensure that no personnel are within a 3metre radius 
· Check area for cars and other equipment that could be damaged and report to manager if a hazard has been identified.

	L

	
	Exhaust Fumes
	Operator, other workers, client’s personnel.
	H
	· The hedge trimmer is designed for outdoor use only. Do not take indoors due to risk of fume build up.


	L

	
	Noise.
	Operator, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	M
	· Wearing of hearing protection when above 80dB(A) The noise levels for the strimmer are 96dB (A) Therefore hearing protection must be worn at all times by the operator.
· Consider audiometry / health surveillance testing for regular users who are exposed to above noise levels


	L

	
	Weather.
	Operator
	M
	· Wet weather gear to be worn if rain. However, preferred to delay works until poor weather clears.

	L

	
	Unauthorised use.
	Operator, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	M
	· Lock away strimmer when not in use.
	L

	
	             Vibration
	                Operator
	M
	Equipment should be serviced and maintained to reduce vibration 

· Cutting blades will be sharp

· Worn parts will be reported immediately 

· New blades will be purchased and changed if they become blunt on the hedge trimmer 
· Reduce the period of exposure.

· Job rotation (sharing the work and vibration exposure between several people)

· Stagger work activities (breaks) to ensure that workers undertake non vibration exposure activities following vibration exposure.
· Assess vibration times with strimmer at 3.6m/s2 (3 hours 30 minutes trigger time)
· Health surveillance programme of health checks to identify early signs and symptoms of hand arm vibration syndrome.

· Workers will be informed on the importance of maintaining blood circulation, keeping warm. 

· Wet gloves must be removed and the welfare facilities will be warm and dry


	L

	Site-specific Activities
	Additional Site–specific Hazards
	Persons at risk
	
	Additional Controls Required
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Likelihood

How often could the hazard occur? Consider the task, frequency, duration, method of work, employees involved.

Severity

How serious would the hazard’s effects be if 

realised? Consider the type of hazard, biological, ergonomic, physical and chemical.

Risk = Likelihood x Severity 

E.g. Likelihood (4) X Severity (3) = 12 HIGH RISK
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