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Risk Assessment for Joinery Work









	Site:
	
	Contract Number:
	

	Assessed by:
	Name:
	
	Position:
	
	Date:
	

	
	Signed:
	
	

	Description Of  Work:
	General site carpentry work requiring hand tools and/ or portable woodworking machinery.

	Task / Job Component
	Hazard
	Persons at risk
	Risk Rating L/M/H
	Controls / Precautions to Reduce Risk
	Residual Risk Rating

L/M/H

	Joinery Work
	Vibration White Finger (VWF)
	Employees, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors
	H
	· Provide a system for monitoring the health of operatives such as questionnaires and reduce exposure to below 2.5m/s2
· Use modern well-maintained equipment, keep hands warm, and avoid smoking.

· Select equipment with low vibration characteristics.
	L

	
	Dust
	Employees, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors
	H
	· Use a vacuum cleaner instead of sweeping, provide hoses and extraction units to woodworking machinery, and wear masks and goggles in accordance with any assessment carried out under COSHH.

· Select species in accordance with HSE advice.
	L

	
	Manual Handling
	Employees, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors
	H
	· Use mechanical handling where possible, provide training, install stairs early, deliver close to the work area, and provide assistance and trolleys or wheelbarrows.
	L

	
	Noise induced hearing loss
	Employees, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors
	H
	· Job rotation for noisy operations and provision of suitable hearing protection.

· Carry out work in a separate area to other workers.

· Selection of tools with low sound levels.
	L

	
	Electricity
	Employees, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors
	H
	· Inspection and maintenance of site electrical distribution and portable tools. PAT test
· User inspection of tools, careful sitting of leads, preference given to battery tools.
	L

	
	Slips, trips and falls
	Employees, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors
	H
	· Provision of waste skips and responsibility for daily cleaning.
· Use fall prevention measures such as scaffolds or MEWPS as opposed to ladders (see separate ladder assessment)
· Use of purpose made hop ups such as Youngman Box or access equipment.
	L

	Joinery Work
	Nails
	Employees, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors
	M
	· Removal of protruding nails.

· Safety footwear with midsoles to be worn.
	L

	
	Ergonomics
	Employees, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors
	M
	· Careful design of task and selection of PPE, eg bump caps.

· Provisions of suitable tooling, e.g. electric planers.
	L

	
	Fire
	Employees, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors
	H
	· Daily removal of wastes, control of solvents and control of other trades (e.g. hot work permits)
	L

	
	Use of specialist tools, eg gas powered nail guns
	Employees, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors
	H
	· PPE and manufacturers instructions.

· Experienced workers.
	L

	
	Structural failure/ Overturning of stacked materials
	Employees, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors
	H
	· Temporary bracing and strutting.

· Storage racks for components and materials at ground level and on scaffolds.

· Weather forecast and imposed loadings information.

· Engineers or manufactures design information.
	L

	Site-specific Activities
	Additional Site–specific Hazards
	Persons at risk
	
	Additional Controls Required
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Likelihood

How often could the hazard occur? Consider the task, frequency, duration, method of work, employees involved.

Severity

How serious would the hazard’s effects be if 

realised? Consider the type of hazard, biological, ergonomic, physical and chemical.

Risk = Likelihood x Severity 

E.g. Likelihood (4) X Severity (3) = 12 HIGH RISK
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