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LIFEJACKET POLICY
Management
When work has to take place on, over or near water (lakes/rivers/sea), then the primary consideration should be to prevent persons from falling into the body of water. Where this is not reasonably practicable, and there is still a risk of persons falling into water and drowning, then it is essential to provide sufficient buoyancy to keep the person safely afloat until they can be rescued. These are requirements of the Work at Height Regulations 2005 and the Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 2007 (Regulation 35, prevention of drowning).
Where the results of a risk assessment specify that lifejackets must be worn, having taken all reasonably practicable steps to prevent persons from falling into water, then the following procedures must be followed.
It is the responsibility of the Site Manger or designated Supervisor to ensure compliance with this policy.
Selection
When selecting the correct personal buoyancy equipment, you will need to consider a number of factors such as frequency of use, size/weight of the wearer, ability to swim, protective clothing in case of foul weather, use of tool belts or other loads, likely weather/water conditions at site and availability of help. 

Combined British and European Standards (BS ENs) exist for buoyancy equipment. Each Standard is intended to be suitable for different activities in various risk situations. Buoyancy equipment needs to be selected from the appropriate Standard, taking into account the factors already mentioned. 

The Standards include: 

· BS EN 393:1994 Lifejackets and personal buoyancy aids: Buoyancy aids:50 N. These have a buoyancy of no less than 50 Newtons for the average adult and are intended for use in sheltered waters when help is close at hand and the user is a swimmer; and in circumstances where more bulky or buoyant devices would impair the user’s activity or actually endanger them. 

· BS EN 395:1994 Lifejackets and personal buoyancy aids: Lifejackets:100 N. These have a buoyancy of no less than 100 Newtons for the average adult and are intended for relatively sheltered waters when normal clothing is being worn and the wearers remain capable of helping themselves. 

· BS EN 396:1994 Lifejackets and personal buoyancy aids: Lifejackets:150 N. These have a buoyancy of no less than 150 Newtons for the average adult and are intended for use in tidal waters or when foul weather clothing is being used; and where the wearers may not be capable of helping themselves due to injury or exhaustion (or where there may be a delay in rescue 

· BS EN 399:1994 Lifejackets and personal buoyancy aids: Lifejackets: 275 N. These have a buoyancy of no less than 275 Newtons for the average adult and are intended for use in tidal waters in extreme conditions, when heavy protective clothing is being worn or loads such as tool belts are being carried; and where the wearers may not be capable of helping themselves due to injury or exhaustion (or where there may be a delay in rescue). 

Buoyancy can be provided in a variety of ways, ranging from permanently buoyant material to inflatable chambers or combinations of both. 

Automatically inflated lifejackets are suitable for those likely to fall into the water unexpectedly. Manually inflated lifejackets should only be used if it is certain that the wearer will have enough time to produce full buoyancy before entering the water. 

It is vital that the lifejacket/buoyancy aid is the correct type for the water conditions where the work is to be carried out. Even if a lifejacket/buoyancy aid complies with a BS EN Standard, it does not mean that it is suitable for use in all water or work conditions. 

BS EN 394:1994 Lifejackets and personal buoyancy aids: Additional items. This standard deals with the emergency lights, safety harnesses, protective covers etc. When deciding on the design of buoyancy equipment to be used, you need to consider whether to provide extra items.
The final decision on selection of suitable lifejackets should be taken after carrying out a risk assessment and consulting the supplier/manufacturer for advice.
Training
All workers who use automatically inflated lifejackets need to be trained and competent in their care and use including pre-wear checks and inspection procedures. Training should cover: 

· An explanation of the risks present and the need for lifejackets; 

· Operation, performance and limitations of the equipment provided; 

· Instruction and practice on the selection, pre-wear checks, inspection, use and storage of the lifejackets including use of the manual override lever and oral inflation tube; 

· Factors which can affect the correct operation of the lifejacket such as the working conditions, inadequate fitting, defects, damage and wear etc (recognising defects in lifejackets and arrangements for reporting loss or damage); 

· Extra or refresher training may need to be given, e.g. if a new type of lifejacket or automatic inflation mechanism is introduced.
 This training can normally be provided by the supplier/manufacturer.

ONLY THOSE EMPLOYEES WHO HAVE UNDERGONE THIS TRAINING MAY USE LIFEJACKETS.
Inspection and Maintenance
Each user should be assigned their own lifejacket and be responsible for its care. Pre-wear checks will be carried out before use each day. The following visual checks will be made to ensure:

· The firing mechanism has not been activated.


· The automatic firing capsule and gas cylinder are screwed in place.


· There are no signs of cracks, dents or corrosion in the cylinder or firing capsule.


· Unwanted movement in the firing mechanism has not occurred (“creepage”).

· The whistle (and light where fitted) is in position.


· The oral inflation tube is capped.


· The straps and main body of the jacket are not worn or damaged. Pay particular attention to damage caused by hot works, such as welding spatter.


· The jacket is correctly packed in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.

Depending on the frequency of use, more thorough inspections will need to be carried out on a regular basis. These inspections will be carried out according to the manufacturer’s recommendations by those who have been trained to do so. HSE recommends that where lifejackets are used daily, inspections on at least a monthly basis may be necessary.

A record of all inspections and servicing will be kept.

All jackets will be serviced annually by a recognised supplier/manufacturer.
Storage
Exposure to damp, humid conditions could lead to deterioration in the automatic inflation mechanism known as ‘creepage’. This has the potential to lead to failure of the pin to pierce the carbon dioxide gas cylinder. 

Lifejackets need to be stored in suitable dry conditions. The following advice should be followed when storing lifejackets: 

· Do not hang lifejackets up with wet oil skins or other damp clothing.

· If the lifejacket is wet, unpack it and leave it to dry out on a hanger. 

· Do not store lifejackets close to or directly above heat sources, e.g. convection heaters. 

· Do not store lifejackets upside down. This is to prevent water getting in to the automatic inflation mechanism. 

· Make sure there is enough space around the lifejacket, when it is stored, to allow the air to circulate. 

ALL EMPLOYEES ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SAFE USE, CARE AND STORAGE OF THEIR OWN LIFEJACKETS. THE COMPANY WILL ENSURE THOROUGH INSPECTIONS AND ANNUAL SERVICING IS CARRIED OUT ACCORDING TO THIS POLICY AND THE MANUFACTURER’S RECOMMENDATIONS.
