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Risk Assessment for Lead Work









	Site:
	
	Contract Number:
	

	Assessed by:
	Name:
	
	Position:
	
	Date:
	

	
	Signed:
	
	

	Description Of Work:
	Fixing lead including lead burning in the open air.

	Task / Job Component
	Hazard
	Persons at risk
	Risk Rating L/M/H
	Controls / Precautions to Reduce Risk
	Residual Risk Rating

L/M/H

	Lead work.
	Manual handling.
	Plumbers, other workers.
	H
	· Training in safe manual handling techniques.
· Provide clear access routes to work areas.

· Provide mechanical handling.

· Provide sack trucks or assistance for moving bottles and lead.

· Supply lead in smaller rolls e.g. 3m long.
	L

	
	Eating with hands contaminated with lead, or with lead oxide from corroded old lead.
	Plumbers, other workers.
	H
	· Wear impervious gloves at all times.

· Provide strict enforcement of personal hygiene.

· Use soap, nail brushes, warm water and towels.

· Prohibit eating, drinking and smoking in the work area.

· No worker to be under 18 or pregnant.

· All workers to be issued with INDG 305.

· Consider alternative material, e.g. GRP.
	L

	
	Explosion/Fire
	Plumbers, other workers.
	H
	· Safe storage of gas, locked store with good ventilation
· Flashback and blowback arrestors.

· Fire extinguishers.

· Operation of a hot works permit.
	L

	
	Dust/Fume
	Plumbers, other workers.
	H
	· Provide portable local exhaust ventilation.
· Consider prefabrication.

· Consider alternative material e.g. GRP.

· Monitor exposure levels and blood lead levels if exposure is significant via registered doctor.

· Provide soap, nailbrushes, warm water and towels and rest room. 

· Provide suitable respirator.

· Prohibit eating, drinking or smoking in the work area.

· No worker to be under 18 or pregnant. 
	L

	
	
	Plumbers, other workers.
	H
	· Trained user.
· Safety eye and skin protection.
	L

	
	Work at height
	Plumbers, other workers.
	H
	· Work only to be carried out from scaffolding or mobile elevating work platform or mobile tower (careful restriction on weight of lead will apply) with brick guards. 
· Establish and police exclusion zones with signs and barriers. 

· Mandatory helmet wearing.

· Enclosed hoists or spillages for raising material.
	L

	
	Hot work
	Plumbers, other workers.
	H
	· Strictly prohibit the use of power tools or hot tools such as blow lamps to work with lead or lead coated materials. Hazardous vapour
	L

	Site-specific Activities
	Additional Site–specific Hazards
	Persons at risk
	
	Additional Controls Required
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Likelihood

How often could the hazard occur? Consider the task, frequency, duration, method of work, employees involved.

Severity

How serious would the hazard’s effects be if 

realised? Consider the type of hazard, biological, ergonomic, physical and chemical.

Risk = Likelihood x Severity 

E.g. Likelihood (4) X Severity (3) = 12 HIGH RISK
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